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Negaunee Township Regular Board Meeting – October 13, 2016 
 
Call to Order 
 
William Carlson, Township Supervisor, called the meeting to order at 7:00  p.m. with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   Other Board members present included John Ennett, Rachel Sertich, Duane Soine and Gary 
Wommer. 
 
Absent:     None 
 
Agenda 
 
Board members reviewed the agenda   Upon motion of Gary Wommer, seconded by Duane Soine,  the 
agenda as presented was approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
Presentation:   GovPayNet    Due to unforeseen circumstances, the representative from GovPayNet was 
unable to attend the Board meeting.   The Treasurer advised Board members after the November election 
the new Board members could determine whether or not they wished to pursue obtaining information on 
this service. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Board members reviewed the minutes for the Regular Township Board Meeting  held on  September 8, 
2016.    Upon motion of John Ennett, seconded by Duane Soine, the minutes as presented were approved.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Public Comment 
 
None.     
 
Old Business 
 
Amendment to Community Center Act   The Supervisor noted he had been in touch with Judy Allen, 
Director of Government Relations with the Michigan Township Association, and the amendment language 
was in the process of being modified. 
 
Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority  (MCSWMA) – Removal of Marquette County 
from Intergovernmental Agreement   Board members reviewed information from Sands Township seeking 
ongoing support to seek resolution of the issues involving the MCSWMA Board action to remove 
Marquette County from Intergovernmental Agreement.   Upon motion of Gary Wommer, seconded by 
Duane Soine, the Township Supervisor was authorized to vote accordingly to note Negaunee Township’s 
support for the following issues: 
 

 Marquette County cannot be removed from the Intergovernmental Agreement without 100% of 
Vote of the Municipalities – YES 

 Marquette County cannot continue to appoint if not a Constituent Municipality – YES 
 A Conflict of Interest exists with Attorney Nordeen - YES 

 
 Motion Carried 
 
New Business 
 
Hunting on Township Property   Discussion was held regarding the amount of unwanted geese currently 
staying on various Township fields and the best way to move them along.    While hunting could be 
allowed legally on the property as long as distance from occupied dwellings was met, Board members 
were not in favor of this action.  In addition, Trustee Wommer noted perhaps it is time for the Board to 
consider no trespassing on Township property.    After further discussion and upon motion of Rachel 
Sertich, seconded by John Ennett, it was noted Negaunee Township strongly discourages hunting on 
Township property due to the proximity to buildings and recreational facilities including ball fields and 
the Township trail system.  Motion Carried. 
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New Treasurer Workshop – 11/28/16  Upon motion of Rachel Sertich, seconded by John Ennett, approval 
was given for incoming Treasurer, Kathy Carlson,  to attend the Tax Collection MTA workshop to be held 
in Marquette, MI November 28, 2016 at a cost of $101 for the workshop with an additional $31.50 for the 
newly revised Treasurer’s Guide to Township Government.   Motion Carried. 
 
Reports 
  
Community Center Board    Duane Soine, Board Liaison to the Community Center Board, provided an 
update for the Community Center Board meeting held on October 6, 2016.   Highlights included:  1)  
work continues on the trail illumination project, 2) work is moving forward to replace the windows in the 
Board room – and it was recommend the CCB consider replacing the window in the Zoning 
Administrators office which also has water condensation between the glass panes, 3) the Winter Rec 
program will start in November, 4) music will be installed at the ice rink, and 5) a new snow blower will 
be purchased for use at the ice rink.  
 
Fire Department Report   The written Fire Department report dated October 13, 2016 was reviewed by 
Fire Chief Jeff Kontio.   Items highlighted included:  1) 15 calls for the month of September (111 calls 
year to date), 2) training for the month was drafting and pumping, 3) the spaghetti dinner fed 
approximately 125 individuals, 4) bids for the Fire Hall addition went out on 10/5/16 and are due back 
10/22/16, and 5) Fire Prevention week started on October 10

th
. 

  
Water Report    Water Supervisor, Russ Williams, discussed operations of the Water Department.   Mr. 
Williams noted:    1) hydrants have been flushed and pumped for winter, 2) the Water Supervisor had 
attended the MRWA Conference in Marquette early in October, and 3) one new water account had been 
added. 
 
Clerk Report(Bills, Claims)   
 
Water fund checks #7813 through #7826 totaling $12,469.38 were reviewed.  Upon motion of John 
Ennett, seconded by Duane Soine, the Water fund checks as presented were approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
General Fund checks #25974 through #26080 totaling $117,809.54 were  reviewed along with ACH items 
for the month of September, 2016 totaling $18,203.63 for a Grand Total of $136,013.17.   Upon motion 
of John Ennett, seconded by Gary Wommer, the General Fund checks as presented were approved.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Planning Report   Gary Wommer, Board Liaison, and Nick Leach, Zoning Administrator, provided an 
update on the Planning meeting held October 11, 2016  Item highlighted at the meeting was continued 
work on the Sign Ordinance along with review of draft blasting language which had been provided by 
legal consultants, Fahey Schultz et al.   
 
It was noted several blasts had occurred recently within the Township, and advanced notification to 
surrounding neighbors by the company doing the blasting has been beneficial. 
 
Assessor’s Report    Susan Bovan reviewed her Assessor Report for the month of September, 2016.  Items 
highlighted included:  1)  Continuing Education and 2) Michigan Tax Tribunal which will have a 
scheduled hearing sometime in December. 
 
The Assessor noted she had recently received information from the State regarding the AMAR Review 
and items which still needed to be addressed including EFC numbers (previously addressed) and 
accounting for land value adjustments on certain parcels of property.    She indicated she would be 
following up on both items. 
 
Treasurer’s Report   John Ennett, Treasurer, noted he had no specific updates to provide.   However, he 
did encourage Board members to look into adding Depreciation as a budget line item for the Water 
Department as this nearly $130,000 non-cash charge had resulted in the Department showing a loss for FY 
2015-2016.  In addition, with the Sanitation Fund running at a small loss for the prior fiscal year, he felt it 
was time the Board members also review a rate increase in order to maintain, at a minimum, a break-even 
Fund status. 
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Supervisor’s Report  William Carlson, Township Supervisor, provided an update on Township activities 
since the last Board meeting.    He noted he had:   1)  gone to a meeting with WE Energy and 
representatives will be in attendance at the 11/10/16 Township Board meeting to discuss the possibility of 
installing natural gas generators within the Township (up to 10 in the Upper Peninsula) – although issues 
with the Wellhead Protection Plan and Tier 2 need to be addressed, 2) he had contacted the Marquette 
County Road Commission about redoing the no passing double yellow lines on Co. Rd. 510 from Midway 
Drive to Hardwood Lane, and 3) he was reviewing the new Medical Marijuana Law which will become 
effective in 2017.   
 
Brownfield Authority   Nick Leach, Zoning & Brownfield Administrator, noted the 3

rd
 bid for demolition 

of the property at Sawmill Road had been received and the “draft” Brownfield Plan for the site had been 
sent in.   There is a chance the structure may come down in 2016. 
 
The Treasurer noted his concern to date nearly $20,000 has been spent on the Sawmill Property site 
without anything yet in place to capture taxes from the property. 
 
Wellhead Protection Committee   No recent meeting had been held.    
 
Dick Supina will be going to Michigan Tech to review information on the Township’s aquifer and how it 
could possibly be impacted by large natural gas generators should they be put in the Township within Tier 
2 of the Wellhead Protection Plan area. 
 
Discussion was also held regarding whether or not all of the material from the Jet Black location had been 
removed, along with concern for a large tarp covered pile of unknown content which was currently at the 
same location. 
 
Advisory Trial Committee   Al Reynolds was in attendance and noted the recently vandalism which had 
occurred on the Trail.   He also noted Lauren Luce had been appointed as the County rep on the Iron Ore 
Heritage Trail Authority, while Nick Leach had been appointed as a rep for the City of Marquette.  
  
Personnel Committee   Rachel Sertich, Chairperson, noted Committee meetings had been held on October 
4, 2016.   
  

MERS – Employee 6% Contribution   At the June 9, 2016 Township Board meeting the Board 
authorized the increase of the employee MERS contribution from 2.57% to 6% effective July 1, 
2016.    Necessary documents were currently be completed with MERS, and upon motion of John 
Ennett, seconded by Gary Wommer, Board members ratified the increase in the employee MERS 
contribution to 6% effective July 1, 2016 with the Township Clerk or Township Supervisor 
authorized to sign any and all necessary  MERS Resolution documents – copies of which will be 
kept on file in the Clerk’s office.  Motion Carried. 
 
MERS 2% Retirement Multiplier – 2 Month Open Retirement Window   Board members 
discussed it being cost prohibitive to increase the Township’s retirement multiplier to 2% across 
the Board at a minimum cost of approximately $162,000 and a maximum cost of $252,000.   At a 
meeting of the Personnel Committee members with an additional Board Liaison in attendance, 
options were reviewed including opening a “Retirement Window” for Township personnel or also 
acquiring annuities at the time of staff retirement to fund the difference between the 1.3% and 2% 
multiplier.  The annuity was also deemed to be cost prohibitive.    Ultimately the Personnel 
Committee (although a quorum was not in attendance at the meeting) recommended a 2 month 
retirement window be opened to allow individuals to retire on a case by case basis with this to do 
discussed a subsequent Personnel Committee meetings in order for this to be updated / detailed in 
the Personnel Policy Manual for employees participating in the Defined Benefit Plan.   It was also 
noted once this change is made the Township will look to close the Defined Benefit Plan and will 
look to convert to a Defined Contribution Plan.    Upon motion of Gary Wommer, seconded by 
Rachel Sertich, approval was given to open a MERS 2 month retirement window from 10/1/16 to 
11/30/16 for individuals who have attained a minimum age of 65 and with a minimum 25 years of 
service – the approximate cost to the Township will be f $53,329 which will be verified through a 
new MERS valuation, and with the Township Clerk or Township Supervisor authorized to sign 
any and all necessary MERS Resolution documents – copies of which will be kept on file in the 
Clerk’s office.  Motion Carried with John Ennett casting a negative vote. 
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Rita Laitinen / Contractor Wage With Rita Laitinen’s retirement from the Township at the end of 
October,  it was recommended a contractor wage be established should he need to assist the 
Township through the transition process. Upon motion of Duane Soine, seconded by Rachel 
Sertich, after her official retirement approval was given to pay Rita Laitinen $30 per hour for 
contracted services to assist the Township, with the Township Supervisor or Township Clerk to be 
the point of contact and to authorize all expenditures. Motion Carried with John Ennett casting a 
negative vote.  
 
New Office Manager Wage    Board members discussed Jackie Shier assuming the duties of 
Negaunee Township Office Manager upon the retirement of Rita Laitinen.   It was noted with the 
increased responsibilities an increased wage would be appropriate.    Upon motion of John Ennett, 
seconded by Duane Soine, approval was given to increase Jackie Shier’s wage by $2.00 per hour 
effective November 1, 2016 and with satisfactory completion of a 6 month probationary period in 
the position her wage would be increased by an additional $.50 per hour.   Motion Carried. 

 
Emergency Management Report   Mr. Carlson noted address changes were being updated.    
 
Correspondence 
  

 None 
 
Public Comment 
 
None 
 
Informational Items 
 

 Agenda Central Dispatch Policy Board – 9/15/16 
 Attorney Letter dtd 10/4/16 - O’Dovero Properties Extension – Tax Tribunal 
 Superior Trade Zone Notice of Special Meeting 9/27/16 

 
Board Member Comments 
 
Duane Soine noted the work done on the old school building on the northwest corner of Co. Rd. 480 and 
M-35 has been a welcomed improvement. 
 
Gary Wommer thanked the Community Center Board for their work on having the windows in the Board 
Room replaced.    He also questioned the amount of funds currently having been spent for the Planning 
Attorney and what the charges were specifically for.   The Clerk noted she would provide the Board 
members with a detailed breakdown of the information. 
 
Next Meetings 
 
The next regularly scheduled Township Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, November 10, 2016 at 
7:00 p.m.   

 
Adjournment 
 
No further business appearing and upon motion of  Gary Wommer, seconded by Rachel Sertich, the 
meeting was duly adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Sertich 
Negaunee Township Clerk 


